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referred to as Chernobyl or the Chornobyl
allNumber accident) was a catastrophic nuclear coO nte nt

accident that occurred on 26 April 1986 at
the Chernobyl Muclear Power Plant in
Ukraine (then officially the Ukrainian S5R),
which was under the direct jurisdiction of
the central authorities of the Soviet Union.
An explosion and fire released large

@y quantities of radioactive particles into the
atmosphere, which spread over much of
the western USSR and Europe.

The Chernobyl disaster was the worst
nuclear power plant accident in history in
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