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Evaluating Recovery Options

Books affected by mold at the Rare
Book and Manuscript Library include a
German Emblem book (left) and the
first Bible printed in the Western
Hemisphere (right).

Mold hits U. of I.
Rare Book Library

urBaNA | Collection worth more than $1 billion
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By Roxana Ryan
MNews Bureau Intem
he Ul's prized Rare Book and Man
Tuv.-rirl Library will close Feb. 25
to combat a mold oubreak that has
hout the vault. There ane ap-
rocimately 300,000 volumes in the collec
53 of §1 billion.
is scheduled to reopen May 5.
Only a fraction of the items have active
mobd blooms on them but mold spores have
1ed the entire vault, according to
versity librarian for
collections and associate dean of lbrares

Accordi o Teper, mold likely emtered

library branch was constructed in the mid-
19805 Teper said the mold was discovered

in fall 2007,
“We 100k : o the dry win
te in Central [llinois to plan our re-
mine how extensive the damage was, plan
for recovery operations that would be per:
formed completely by university personnel
or assisted by contracted employees, and
ppon for the recommended course

per said in similar instances, librar

¢ elosed for years o recover a col

on, In the Ul's case, a slightlly more

expensive process that requires contracted

support was recommended. which has en-

abled the univer to minimize impact on

academic needs of students, faculty mem-
bers and scholars,

Te 5 Catastrophe has been

contracted 1o clean the collection a

Insidelllinois

Rare Book and Manuscript
Library closes to combat mold

is also a significant contribu
tion from the sity Library in the form
of services and [ and student

the project,

milation systems Feb. 14,

. 18, the company moved 1o

aning books, shelving and st envi-
ronment wsing high-clficiency particulate
air vacuums and magnetic cleaning cloths.
Cleaning crews will work with personnel
from Conservation and Rare Books to en
sure that no items naged in the pro-

15 cooperated

s
I, for one, have been grateful for the

0 10 us by the lib ATIpUS

administration, per said

ery demoralizing time,

timely response has been very

heartening. We are beginning this recov-

ery operation and are in discussions about

term fixes for this problem. This type

of recovery operation is the type of project
one doesn’ want 1o repeat.”

Teper smid the collection, which in
cludes paper and Jetters of Carl Sandburg,
H.G. Wells and Marcel Proust and first edi
tioms of titles by Charles Dickens and Mark
Twain, is imeplaceable and invaluable o
the university.
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tem.
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said. The library is scheduled
to reopen May 5,

The outhresk was diseoy

ADVERTISING, Conmeuen From Page &
ing 15 color-blind,” used by the black-
owned firm Zebra Assoclates in a 1970
ad 1o solicit clients.

5
the Black consumer as if he were some-
body's fair-haired boy” and was there-
fore ineffective with that audience. Ze-
bra, it said, could help “bridge the gap
berween white advemiser and Black
consumer,”

This period also brought the promo-
tion of “pasitive realism” by Tom Bus-
rell, the African-American co-owner
of the Bumell-McBain agency, Cham-
bers said. Avoiding the extremes of
wealthy black celebrities or destitute
ghetto dwellers, Burrell sought to por-
tray blacks who were in the ecanomic
middle and “dying to see themselves as

they really are.”

His showed blacks in everyday
situations, brushing their teeth, wash-
ing their cars, doing loondry — just like
everyone else, except in an African-
American context.

Since the “golden age,” “what ra-
«cial changes have occurmed within the
{ndvertising) agency business have
advanced in fits and stans.” Chambers
wrote. Blacks remain seriously under-
represented  in mainstream  agencies
cven as black athletes, entertainers and
music play a larger role in advernise-
ments.

Black-owned agencies continue 1o
do creative work, but also must con-
tinue 1o fight to justify their exisience
and the necessity of specific advertising
aimed at the black consumer market. 4
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Evaluating Recovery Options

BMS cleaning (campus) $800,000

eqguipment $4,500
(dehumidifiers/vacuum/
dataloggers) (library)

stabilization supplies (library) $4,000

replacement enclosures (library) [$37,500

staff time (equivalent $) (library) |>$70,000

Total |$916,000
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Setting up Working Procedures with Vendor

© Stable and retained
© Potentially unstable — use caution (retained or discarded per UIUC staff only)
@ Unstable (discard by BMS)

Plastic Bags ®

Envelope (many formats) @)




Setting up Working Procedures with Vendor

2.9.2 Guidelines for Repairs and Stabilization Techniques

a. String Ties




The Clean-up

Challenges/lIssues
Security
Compact shelving
Lack of electricity in vault area
No elevator between the two levels
Various non-book formats (art, A/V, sculpture, etc.)
Nature of materials
Age
Fragility
Incunabulum
Vellum distortion
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The Clean-up
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The Clean-up

The Project In Numbers
3 months of cleaning
300,000+ items vacuumed
31, 000 yards of string tie
6,200 archival pamphlet binders
1,100 pairs of gloves

1,000 sheets of binder board

800 Tyvek suits

200 pounds of microfiber cloths

25 extension cords

20 gallons of Microban

12 Microtrap 2000 Air Filtration units
8 Nilfisk HEPA vacuums I
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Facilities and Space Upgrades

In 2009 started complete HVAC overhaul to get tighter
controls — completed in 2011.

New layout and systems offer:

 \apor barrier on internal building surfaces

* More shelving space (expanded footprint)

 Tighter temp and humidity control
 Temp = 60 degrees F, plus/minus 2
 RH =45% RH, plus/minus 5%

* In-duct UV light system (fungicidal)

1867




Facilities and Space Upgrades

Temperature °F

Jan Jul Jan Jul Jdan Jul Jan
200 2010 2011 2012




Facilities and Space Upgrades

Relative Humidity % RH

Jul Jan Jul Jan Jul Jan Jul Jan
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Post-VVendor Work on Collections

. Stabilization, rehousing and hand cleaning
™




Thanks!

Jennifer Hain Teper

217.244.5689

Thanks to:
BMS-Cat managers and staff
University of Illinois Board of Trustees

All the UIUC Library preservation, conservation, and RBML staff
working on the cleanup: Laura Larkin, Melissa Straw, Tom Teper,
Emma Saito Lincoln, Alvan Bregman, Jody Waitzman, Jane
Somera, Dennis Sears, Melissa Nykanen, Marten Stromberg,
Kathie Veach, Jeff Schrader, and Matt Emmert.
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